ALTERNATIVES ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FAP 340 (I-355 SOUTH EXTENSION)

The Lemont Bypass Alternative
would promote focused devel-
opment within the Project Cor-
ridor, but to a lesser degree due
to its lack of access control.
The Enhanced Arterial Alterna-
tive would provide the least fo-
cus for development by distrib-
uting traffic among three prin-
cipal arterials within the north-
ern portion of the Corridor.
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As for providing a safe and ef-
ficient local transportation sys-
tem, the Tollroad/Freeway Al-
ternative would most effec-
tively facilitate achievement of
this goal by enabling the plan-
ning and implementation of a
tiered local roadway system that
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which connect to strategically Project Corridor
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placed interchanges along the
tollroad/freeway facility. This tiered network would improve traffic flows and efficiencies,
and offer local government an additional opportunity to influence and control commercial
development. The Lemont Bypass Alternative would provide this opportunity to a lesser de-
gree, but more effectively within the northern one-quarter of the alignment where the toll-
road/freeway facility is provided. The southern three quarters would remain a principal arte-
rial, thus reducing the potential for tiering. The Enhanced Arterial would provide principal
arterials throughout its alignment and represents the lowest potential among the Alternatives
to facilitate a tiered roadway system.

Land Use-and-TransportationPlanning-Overall Regional Plan Consistency

At the regional level, the Northeastern Illinois Planning Commission (NIPC) endorsed a
regional growth policy in 1998. This growth policy emphasizes incentives for balanced
growth rather than restrictions on the locational preferences expressed in the marketplace.

To this end, NIPC growth strategies include:

e Encouraging development within existing communities served by public transpor-
tation, including commuter rail. This policy encourages use of existing infrastruc-
ture to avoid piecemeal extension of services.

e Encouraging development in areas served by existing infrastructure and contigu-
ous with existing development. This policy discourages development which leap-
frogs into agricultural land.
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